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Call for Submissions: Critical Perspectives in MENA Political Science 

 
The APSA MENA Newsletter, a publication emerging from the Middle East and North Africa Workshops of 
the American Political Science Association, is a community-building initiative designed to serve as a 
platform for Political Science researchers interested in the MENA region. The newsletter publishes short 
pieces addressing methodological, theoretical, empirical, and ethical concerns reflected in the study of the 
region. We encourage submissions from scholars across the MENA research spectrum. While we encourage 
submissions from MENA-based scholars, we are keen to ensure diversity among our contributors in terms 
of gender, the field of study, and affiliations.  
 
For the forthcoming issue, we are soliciting two types of submissions for the following sections: 
 
Research Symposium: Critical Perspectives in MENA Political Science:  
Recent scholarship shows that researchers increasingly adopt theoretically critical perspectives and 
methodologies in studying social and political phenomena in the MENA region. These perspectives often 
challenge traditional assumptions and prejudices in the study of the region and offer novel insights on the 
process of knowledge production. Political Scientists are increasingly leaning towards critical perspectives 
to the study of international relations, comparative politics, cultural and social phenomena of the MENA 
region. This issue aims to highlight the current trends in studying the region from a critical perspective.  
 
The issue explores — without being limited to — the following questions: 

1. What are the regional critical traditions emerging in the study of the MENA region? 
2. What are the different phenomena/topics at the centre of critical research? 
3. How do critical perspectives problematize knowledge production on the region? 
4. What are the different methodological issues in critical research on the MENA region? 

 
Teaching Political Science in/on the MENA Region:   
In this forthcoming issue, we will introduce a new section on teaching-related debates. We welcome 
submissions associated to various aspects of teaching MENA-related courses at both UG and PG levels. 
Submissions can include self-reflection pieces, discussion of innovative teaching practices, and pedagogical 
analyses. 
 
Submissions and Deadline: 
Submissions, whether research findings, personal reflections or book reviews, should be between 1200-
1500 words, and sent to menanewsletter@apsanet.org. Authors should send their contribution in an MS 
Word format using Times New Roman 12 font and follow the Author-Date system of the 16th Edition of the 
Chicago Manual of Style for referencing. Please include the author’s affiliation, a two-line biography, and a 
75-word abstract with your submission. The deadline for submissions is October 1, 2018.  
 
The Newsletter also includes a list of news, announcements, and calls. One of the APSA MENA Newsletter’s 
most important goals is to engender a sense of community among MENA scholars around the world. If you 
have any announcements that you would like to share with others, please contact us, and we will be happy 
to include it in the next issue. Also, please visit our webpage, where you can see previous issues and 
subscribe to our newsletter. 
 
For questions and comments, feel free to contact the editors at menanewsletter@apsanet.org. 
 
Newsletter Editors, 
 
Dr May Darwich 
Dr Sarina Theys 
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